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MAY 1962 EDITION 
GSA FPMR (41 CFR) 101-11.6 


UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT * 
Memorandum 


TO +: SAC, MINNEAPOLIS (9-NEIV) | DATE* 5/17/74 


mom: supenvison bre 


SUBJECT: UNSUB; 
WILLIAM M, KUNSTLER ~- VICTIM . 
EXTORTION 





On May 17, 1974, in U. 5. District Court, St. Paul,s 
Minnesota, Judge FRED J. NICHOL presiding, WILLIAM if, KUNSTLER 
announced "in open court that he had just received a letter 
which threatened his life. This letter was dated 26 Apri 
1974, and postmarked U. S. Postal Service, South Dakota /si0.) 


ExS 
The letter reads as follows: Cyouy " 
ro 

t . e ” 
Deer Sir: coe 4s 

If you and BANKS and MEANS and others like a? o 
you are at all concerned about. your physical Sa one 
welfare, stay away from Pine Ridge and other Pe een 
Reservations, There are plenty of Indians who Dp 


are waiting for the chance to pull the trigger 
and no advance warning will be given. This is 
not an idle threat," 

U. S. District Judge FRED J, NICHOL referred the 
matt HURD who gave the envelope and letter 
to 8 
LEADS 

MINNEAPOLIS 


AT MINNEAPOLIS, MINNESOTA 





lWwill transmit extortion letter to FBI Laboratory. 


2conduct other appropriate extortion investigation, 
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FBI 
Date: 5/17/74 


Transmit:the following in — PLAINTEXT. 

(Type in plaintext or code 
Via ___ TELETYPE | URGENT We | I. 

| (Priority) — " q 
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TO : DIRECTOR, FBI = LR F 
FROM : SAC, MINNEAPOLIS ills ves 


UNSUB; WILLIAM M. KUNSTLER - VICTIN, EXTORTION, 


POR=INFORHATION, BUREAU BEING ADVISED OF CAPTIONED 
WATTER INASHUCH AS PRESS PUBLICITY MAY BE RECEIVED. 

ON MAY 17, 1974, IN U. S, DISTRICT COURT, ST. PAUL, 
MINN., USDJ FRED J, NICHOL PRESIDING, WILLIAM H. KUNSTLER 
ANNOUNCED IN OPEN COURT THAT HE HAD JUST RECEIVED A LETTER 
WHICH THREATENED HIS LIFE, LETTER, DATED APRIL 26, 1974, AND 
POSTMARKED. U. S. POSTAL SERVICE, SOUTH DAKOTA, 570, STATES: 

“DEER SIR: , 

"IF YOU AND BANKS AND MEANS AND OTHERS LIKE YOU 

ARE AT ALL CONCERNED ABOUT YOUR PHYSICAL WELFARE, STAY 

AWAY FROM PINE RIDGE AND OTHER RESERVATIONS, THERE 

ARE PLENTY OF INDIANS WHO ARE WAITING FOR THE CHANCE 

TO PULL THE TRIGGER AND NO ADVANCE WARNING WILL BE 

GIVEN, THIS IS NOT AN IDLE THREAT," 


(: a Minneapolis 
1) a 
Approved: WA Sent G30. 


Special Agent in Charge 
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USDJ NICHOL. REFERRED MATTER TO AUSA R, D. HURD; WHO | 
TURNED. OVER ENVELOPE AND LETTER TO FBI. y Labo 
MINNEAPOLIS WILL FURNISH LETTER TO:.BUREA A~AERTEL, ; 
INVESTIGATION CONTINUING. | , 
| 
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SoS So 


a | <a a tay 20, 1974 


we 


Be 


ve 7. ‘On May 17, 1974 , in Uaited States District Court, 

St, Paul, Hinnesota, Judge FRED J. NICHOL presiding, WILLIAM - 

M, “KUNSTLER announced in open Court that, he had just réceived © 
a “Vetter which threatened his life, This letter was dated’ 

26 April, 1974, and en U.S. Postal Service, South | 
Dakota, 570. - 
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Phe etter ‘reads. as. foliows : 


’ Deer Sirs mo | ae : 


4 


=f ‘Te you and BANKS and MEANS and others Like - _- 


you are at all concerned about your physical. 
welfare, stay away from Pine Ridge. and. other : . 
ro RéSeryations, There. are plenty.iof Indians who. : eS 
are yaiting for the chdnce. to pull. the triggér ~_. + - 
» and no. advanée yarhing wilt He. Bayes This is oo: , | 
not an. idle threat.? | . ee = 
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MAY 1962 EDITION 
GSA FPMR (41 CFR) 101-11.6 


UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT 


Memorandum 


SAC, MINNEAPOLIS (9-1842) DATE: 5/20/74 


suBjEcT: CHANGED 
. UNSUB; f : 
DENNIS JAMES/BANKS >-VICTIM; 


$010-108-02 





RUSSELL CHARLES MEANS - VICTIM: 


WILLIAM M, KUNSTLER’ ~- VICTIM; 
EXTORTION f 


Title being changed to add the names of victims 
DENNIS JAMES BANKS and RUSSELL CHARLES MEANS, 


On May 20, 1974, U. S. Distraéact Judge FRED J. NICHOL 
in chambers advised that he would prefer not to be finger- 
printed for elimination fingerprint purposes and pointed out 
that his fingerprints are filed as a result of his application 
investigation in connection with his appointment as Federal 
Judge e . : 


AUSA R. D. HURD, who also handled the extortion 
letter, made the same comment that his fingerprints are on 
file in connection with his application as Assistant United 
States Attorney. 


Defense Attorney WILLIAM M,. KUNSTLER pointed out 
that he, too, perferred not to be fingerprinted and that he 
was fingerprinted on numerous occasions as a member of the 
U. S. Marine Corps during World War II, Marine Corps Serial 
Number 12029657, and Officer Serial Number 0-1633347, 


LEAD 


MINNEAPOLIS 


Will inform Identification Division of above Location 
of fingerprints which should be Located and utilized for 
elimination purposes in the event latent fingerprints Locat 
on extortion letter of victims in captioned title Qe 
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. @limination purposes in the event latent fingerprints Located 


SAC, ‘MINNEAPOLIS. - (o-1e42) se | -  §/20/74 


a a 


CHANGED | 

‘UNSUBS 

DENNIS JAMES BANKS ~ VICTIM: 
WILLIAM M, KUNSTLER ~ VICTIM: 
RUSSELL CHARLES MEANS. ~ VICTIM; | 
EXTORTION 


Title being changed to add the names of victins — 
DENNIS JAMES BANKS and RUSSELL CHARLES MEANS,,. 


— | 

On. May 20, 1974, U. 8, District Judge. FRED be NICHOL 3 
in chambers advised that ne would prefer not. to be finger— i 
printed for elimination Lingexprint purposes and pointed out 
that his fingerprints are filed as a result of his application. ! 
Saeeeen in connection with his ‘Appointment as Federal — 
udge, 
















AUSA R. D. HURD , ohia also handled the iheetion 
letter, made the samo. comment that his fingerprints are on 
file in connection with his eee as Assistant United. 
States Attorney. 


Défense Attorney WILLIAM M, KUNSTLER Hointed out 
that he, too, p&fferred not to be finge¥Yprinted and that he 
was Lingerprinted on numéxous occasions as a member of the 

S,. Marine Corps during World War II, Marine Corps Serial 
Number. 12029657, and: aaa Serial- Number 0~-1633347, 
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GSA FPMR (4t CFR) 101-51.6 


UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT 


Memorandum 


TO SAC (9- ) DATE: 5/20/7h, 
SUBJECT: Unsub; 


= 





Wm Knutsler-Victim 
Information. Concerning 


On 5/20/7h., Robert Decker, President, Bemid ji State 
College, advised that his wife had received a phone call from 
& unknown person at 2:25 PM, 5/18/71, who threatened to shat 
Wm Knutsler if he spoke at the college Monday nite, 5/20/7h. 


advised the above time and date 
an unknown c r called tk. residence at Bemidji end 
stated "Is this the home of the president of the teachers 
college". She said "yes it is" and he said "may I speak to him", 
She - "He is not here, may I have him call you when he returns?! 


He- "Ju im Knutsler will be shot if he speaks here Monday 
night", described the caller's voice as an elderly 
sounding; ivering voice. Also, that the xmzkm voice 


remindéad her of an Indian's voice, however, wk she could not 
say it was or wasn't an Indian. There was no background noise. 


She believed it to L call, 
Su i was advised of the above 5/20/7hL, 
AM, and SA 6 - Paul RA for the purpose of 


notiffiing the court and the victim of the threat inasmuch as 


he is scheduled to speak at h the Hobson Memorial Ballroom, Bemidji 


State College, 8:00 PM, 5/20/7h. - 


cop[ ids, Bemidji, md Sheriff Tom Tolman, 
Bemidji, weré both advised of the above information 5/20/7h,, AM. 


President Decker advised that gk he believes the person 
who called and referred to Bemidji State as a teachers college 
is probably an mimx older individual because the college has 
not been known as a teachers college since the 1950's. 
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5010-108-02 





$/22/74 


AIRTEL = _ AMET an 


TO: DIRECTOR ; 
= F. AGTETION: EBT LACORATORY ¢ 
JODY Cy. GORDO, ROOK 2266 
GEUBRAL. CRIMES UNIT, 
_ % GENERAL INVESTIGATIVE DIVISION 


PROM: BAC,, utinizkpoLss pH) <2) 


SUBJECT; CHANGED 

UNSUD; - 
DENNIS: JAMES BANES = -yIeTzHy _ | 
WILLIAM H,. KUNSTLER = VICTILy : 
RUSSELL, CHARLES “KEAN ~ VICTIN; | 
ERGORTION 
WOUNDED KNEE RELATED 


Title chanred ta. uit ndditional vieting EEANS 
‘ang: BANKS as. ‘reflected in details: oz detter. 


ne liinnoapolis nitel to. the Directox, Kay 17, 1974. 


Cn. Lay 17; A974, in U, s. District Court, &t. Paul 3 
HWiunecota » dudee ERED J. NICEOD prosidiag, BDofensa Attornady. 
WALLIAL U, KONGTLER announced in open. court ‘he bad just reneieel 
m letter which threatoned hin life. This letter, dated 26 April, 
at aud postmirkdd Postal Serpite, South Dakota, £70 reads ae. 
oLlos3: 


: Door Sir: 


~<a 


IZ you and BAYES and ints and others: Lie 
you are ot alt concerned about. your physical 
sOlfaxvo, etday away fxon Ping Eidge and other 
Reservations, Thoro are pléhty of Indians. wie 
are: yaiting for the chavied to prl2-the Pale es 
And 26 Advance wa et wiki he giyon. | 
not an didlo thréay. 


4 pureay AI. set 
a= Hianberd hs oe 


| (a). 





1° 964842 <4 


_—- Aindge WICEOL zefexxed tho matter to AUSA BR, BD. LUND 
sho turned tho original letter and onyelope over to the FBI 
for investisaition in relation to the extortion matter. 


_ _Enelosed herdwith for the Laboratory is the 
original Letter and enyclope and one Xerox copy of the 


Lotter and cnyclope. 


dn charbers, adyisod that he proferred not to bo Linnerprinted 
for ‘olinination purposes, pointing out that his fingerprints 
aro on file as a recut of his applicision in connection with 
his appointnont ac a. Federal Judge. Judge Nichol is déceribed 


« 4 
~ - = oe 


as white mile, date of birth 8/10/12, 


 AUSA H. BD. DND who aldo hindied iné. Gxtortion icttox . 
mado: the caro commente, stating hin fingerprints are on £ile . 


in connection with his application as Acsintant United States 
Attorney. He is decerihed as yhite male, date of birth 3/5/41. 


' Defense attornoy WILLIAN NM, KOUSTLER pointed out that 
he toa preferred to not. ba fingerprinted nnd that ho yas | 
Singorprinted. on numtrous ocenasions ag a immber of the U. 8. 
iaxring Corps durins Vorld War: TX, Masine Corps foerial, Nunher 
22029657, and Officoxr Sovinh Mucber -0-1698347,. 


~_ 


Merits ‘ ; en ee ‘ ea ie 7 .. : - = 4 
 . Sie Laboratory is xequosted to expedited conparices . 
of tho hindyriting on. the letter and onyelopé pith the anonyrous 
Aotter S220 and cauce a Jntont Fingerprint exarination. to be 
conductdd, noting the above individuals aro lmoya to. haye 
imndied both the chyelope and tha lottor, 


MINNEAPOLIS | 
AT PIGMRE AMD RAPID CITY, SoUTIE DAKOTA 
«s,s «WAV, display copy of above xoferred to lottor and 
enyoltope to offieors of tha Dureny of Indian Affairs at __ 
Rovabud and Pind Reservations in in effort te determina if | 


the handyriting npyoarines therecn appoarsfaniliar to then 
ag boing identical to the hinderiting of anyone known to thom. 


#2 
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| AT PEEMRE, SOUTH DAEOTA 


WAIL contact postal authoritics in an effort to. 
| a the location at which this ietter my hae 
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Kunstler sent letter threat — | 


U. S. District Judge Fred 
Nichol today asked the 
FBI to investigate a threat 
mailed to William Kunst- 
er, a defense attorney at } 
he Wounded Knee trial in , 

t. Paul. 


this morning that he re- 


ceived the unsigned !etter 
yesterday. It also threat- 
ens co-defendents Dennis 
Banks and Russell Means. 

The letter, mailed from 


} South Dakota and carry- 
) Kunstler told the. Judge J ing an April 26 postmark, 


warns them to "stay ae 
from Pine Ridge and other 
reservations. There are 
plenty of Indians who are 
‘* waiting for the chance to 
' pull the trigger and no ad- 
* vance warning will be. 


U given. ee ae FRc? 





{Indicate page, name of 
newspaper, city and state.) 


Pradesh oe 


4A Minneapolis Star 


Minneapolis, MN 


May 17, 1974 


Date: 
Edition: Evening 
Author: . 
Editor: Robert C. King 
Title: William Knustler: 
Extortion 
Characters 
or 
Classification: 9- L842 oe f 


Submitting Office 3 Minneapoli LS. 


C7 Being Investigated 


aoe Fs eeetn stahidindbacabtetahbamtalen ntanen undated ane. 


Rs 


hg 


| Rate. 2 





+ eI 


ro O REPORT O 


mae of the 


a@er 


\ 


4 
ioe. LABORATORY 1.4% 


FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 


WASHINGTON, D. C. 20535 | 

To: SAC, Minneapolis (9-1842) Dates, May 30, 1974 

: FBI File No. 

Re: UNSUB; DENNIS JAMES BANKS - VICTIM 2. No. D-740528108 ND 
WILLIAM M. KUNSTLER - VICTIM; | 
RUSSELL CHARLES MEANS - VICTIM; 

EXTORTION 
WOUNDED KNEE RELATED 
Specimens received 5/28/74 


Q1 _Envelope postmarked "U.S. POSTAL SERVICE SD 
570 PM 26 APR 1974," bearing the handwritten 
address "William Kunstler, Lawyer For Russell Means 
and Dennis Banks Saint Paul, Minnesota" 


Q2 Sheet of lined paper bearing handwritten message 
beginning "Deer Sir: If you and Banks and Means ....” 


Result of examination: 
The questioned specimens -were not identified 
in the Anonymous Letter File. Approphiate copies have been 


added thereto. 


No watermarks or indented writing of value, 
was found on the questioned specimens. 


Qi and Q2. were photographed and will be 
returned separately. 
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 
WASHINGTON, ‘D.C. 20535 


‘SAC, Minneapolis :(9-1842). 


From:. Director, FBI 


Re: UNSUB; DENNIS JAMES. BANKS - ‘vICTIM: 
WILLIAM M. KUNSTLER - VICTIM; 
RUSSELL: ‘CHARLES MEANS. - VICTIM; 
EXTORTION. | 
WOUNDED KNEE RELATED, 


Examination requésted by:. Minneapolis 


Reference:: Airtel 5/ 22/ 74 


Examination requested! Doc ument - Fingerprint 


- 


‘Remarks: 


Date: May’30, 19 14 


FBI File No. 


Lab. ‘No. 


QT and Q2. will ‘be returned. with the results, 


of the fingerprint examination; 


Encélosures (2) (2 Lab repoft) 





DO Nor INCLUDE. ADMINISTRATIVE 
PAGE (8): INFORMATION IN » tat 
INVESTIGATIVE REPORT é 


OSG, 


“SEARCHED. veuases! ae eseeren 


‘SERIALIZED. ..... oir D.. “e 
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b6 . 
b7C 
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FBI 





(Type in plaintext orcode) | Sa * (Precedence) 
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Transmit ‘in 


To: SAC, -Minneapolis (9-1842) 
\From: Director, FBI 


UNSUB. ; 
DENNIS JAMES, BANKS - VICTIM 
WILLIAM M. KUNSTLER - VICTIM 
_ RUSSELL CHARLES MEANS: - VICTIM 
' EXTORTION 
WOUNDED KNEE RELATED 


Reurairtel 5-22-74, submitting envelope, @Q1, and one- 
page letter, Q2, for laboratory and latent print examinations. 


Q1.and Q2 further described:in Separate Laboratory 
report. 


No latent prints of value developed on énclosed:spécimens. 


(Do not typé. BEYOND THIS MARGIN. 


_— 


(This line for LEFT’MARGIN.) 


Enc. (2) | 


= atamaaed “irons . = Do not type peiow this tine. 
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FD<302 REV. 11-27-70} : " ea EE ysis a — ee er ee 


Fon 


eet 


Co FEDERAL BUREAU OF iced A 


Date of transcription ; June il, 1974 


Bureau of Indian Affairs (BIA), b6 | 
subsequent to the identification of the interviewing Agent bic 
furnished the following information: ” " 


[| __sadvised he was familiar with the recent 


alleged letter received by WILLIAM KUNSTLER at St. Paul, | 
Minnesota, concerning the trials at St. Paul, Minnesota. 


fter reviewing the handwriting sample of this 
letter, stated that the_characteristics of this 
letter were Unfamiliar to him. in addition stated 


he ha@ no information concerning is Letter which would assist 
the Federal Bureau of Investigation in their investigation. 





interviewed on____ 5/30/74 ot Pine Ridge, South Dakota rite 2__up_9-1842 -|Q- 


_ A on. [2% pov aisoies__ 6/5/74 
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 


Date of transcription June LL . 1974 


[| CCCC___idiagency Special officer, 7 


on . ier bic 
subsequent to the identification of the interviewing Agent 
furnished the following information: 


Leet she was familiar with the recent 
alleged rreceived by WILLIAM KUNSTLER at St. Paul, 
Minnesota, concerning the trials at St. Paul, Minnesota. 


After reviewing the handwriting sample of this 
letter,[ _—__— stated that the characteristics of this : 
letter were unfamiliar to her.[ iin addition stated 
she had no information concerning this letter which would assist 
the Federal Bureau of Investigation in their investigation. 
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OF aaa BUREAU OF cme a 


Date of tronseciption._ Ww Une IL, 1974 


Leeann Criminal Investigator, Bureau of b6 
Tndian Affairs (BIA), subsequent to the identification of the bic 


interviewing Agent furnished the following information: 


Lee he was familiar’ with the recent alleged 
letter receive y WILLIAM KUNSTLER at St. Paul, Minnesota, 
concerning the trials at St. Paul, Minnesota. 


After reviewing the handwriting sample of this letter, , 
Lene that the characteristics of this letter were un- 
amiliar to him. in addition stated he had no information 
concerning this letter which would assist the Federal Bureau of 


Investigation in their investigation. 





_5/30/74_ os Pine Ridge, South Dakota rite + 9-1842 - 
ia a JRe KLK Date dictoted 6/5/74 


this document contoins neither cecommendotions nor conclusions of the FBI, It is the property of Ihe F8l and is loaned to your ogency: | 


tt ond its contents are not to be distcibuted ovtside youre ogency. z ® 
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF eels 


Date of transcription June Li 1974 


f 
JOSEPH JACOBS, Chief of Police, Bureau of Indian 
Affairs (BIA), subsequent to the identification of the inter- 
viewing Agent furnished the following information: 


JACOBS advised he was familiar with the recent alleged 
letter received by WILLIAM KUNSTLER at St. Paul, Minnesota, con-— 
cerning the trials at St. Paul, Minnesota. 


After reviewing the handwriting sample of this letter, 
JACOBS stated that the characteristics of this letter were 
unfamiliar to him. JACOBS in addition stated he had-no informa- 
tion concerning this letter which.would assist the Federal Bureau 
of Investigation in their investigation. 
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 


Date of transcription __ June ll, 1974 


Affairs (BIA), subsequent to the identification of the inter- 
viewing Agent furnished the following information: : 

advised he was familiar with the recent alleged 
letter re WILLIAM KUNSTLER at St. Paul, Minnesota, con- 


cerning the trials at St. Paul, Minnesota. 


stated that the characteristics of this letter were 
nfamiliar to him. [jin addition stated he had no informa- 
tion concerning this letter which would assist the Federal Bureau 
of Investigation in their investigation. 


After reviewing the handwriting sample of this letter, . 
u ; 
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*4 
392 Federal Building, U. S. Court House : 
110 South Fourth Street | 


IP 9-1842 . ' - Minneapolis, Minnesota. 55401 - 


June 20, 1974 


Honorable Willian fF, Clayton 
United States Attorney 

Federal Building 

Sioux Falis, South Dakota 57101 


Attention: Assistant United States 
Attorney R, D. Hurd 


Dear Ur. Clayton: : - 


Re conversation between Special Arent 
and Assistant United States Attorney R, D. Hurd on 
me 20, 1974. 


Per referenced conversation, lr. Hurd advised 
that he had approached Federal District Judge Fred J,. Nichol, 
who is currently in St. Pauli, Minnesota, trying the case of 
Wounded Knee defendants Russell Charles Means and Dennis 
James Banks, concerning the obtaining of two petitions which 

. - had been entered into evidence from the court in order that 

“ the FBI could submit these to thé FBI Laboratory for a. 
handwriting comparison, This handwriting comparison between 
the petitions and the letter received by William M. Kunstler, 
attorney for Russell Means, threatening his Life and‘ the life 
of defendants Means and Banks would be mide to determine if 
‘any of those persons whose signatures appenred on either of 
pe petitions could possibly have written the threatening . 
etter, i 


| He. Hurd advised that in conversation with Judge 
HNichgql, Judge Nichol had indicated that he had no objections 

to releasing the petitions from evidence; however, the Govern= 
ment prosecutors would have to obtain défense counsel's per 
mission. li, Hurd further advised that to date he has been 
unable to obtain permission from defense counse — 
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foes It is requested that: yoti maintain contact with 
defense counsel and attempt to gain permission for. the 
release from evidence of these petitions so that. they may 
bé expeditiously forwarded to the FBI Laboratory for 


appropriate oxaminations ahd comparisons, 


Sincerely yours, 
JOSEPH H, TRIMBACH ~ 
Special Agent in Charge. 
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OPTIONAL FORM NO. 10 CO Ce 
MAY 1962 EDITION 


GSA FPMR (41 CFR) 101-11.6 


UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT 


Memorandum . 


To : SAC, MINNEAPOLIS (9-1842) (P) DATE: 6/28/74 


SUBJECT: UNSUB3;: 
DENNIS JAMES BANKS - VICTIM; 
WILLIAM M. KUNSTLER - VICTIM; 
RUSSELL CHARLES MEANS - VICTIM 
EXTORTION 


WOUNDED KNEE RELATED . 


Re Minneapolis airtel to Bureau dated 5/22/74. 


On 5/28/74 Captain of Police 
Bureau of Indian Affairs (BIA) Police 
and Tribal Police Officer, 
Department, Rosebud, South Dakota, 
not identify the writer of a note which was sent to 
WILLIAM M. KUNSTLER in a letter postmarked 4/26/74 
threatening to kill KUNSTLER, MEANS, and BANKS if they 
set foot on the Reservation. 
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GSA FPMR (41 CFR) 101¢11.6 


UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT 
Memorandum 


TO -SAC, MINNEAPOLIS (9-1842) (P) DATE. 


SUBJECT:‘UNKNOWN SUBJECT; 
DENNIS JAMES BANKS — VICTIM: 
WILLIAM M. KUNSTLER - VICTIM; 
RUSSELL CHARLES MEANS — VICTIM 
EXTORTION - WOUNDED KNEE RELATED 


6/27/74 











Reference Minneapolis airtel to Director dated 5/23/74. 


On 5/24/74, Special or Minneapolis x 
Division, was requested by this writer to Obtain the original 


copies of petitions entitled "Resolution Of Citizens Of The 
District O£ South Dakota dated 3/3/73, and 3/4/73" from United —. 
States District Court, St. Paul, Minnesota. As related to 

Special ta several signatures which are attached to 

both of these resolutions bear a resemblance to the extortion 
letter received by captioned victims. 


Several interviews have been conducted at Pine Ridge, 
South Dakota, of officials from the Bureau of Indian Affairs (BIA) 
concerning captioned matter with negative results. 


If feasible, it is requested that the original copies 
presently entered into evidence, United States District Court, 
St. Paul, Minnesota, of the resolutions dated 3/3/74, and 3/4/74, 
by obtained and forwarded to the FBI Laboratory, Document Section, 
for comparison purposes in connection with Captioned matter. 
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION . 


6/14/74 


. Dote of transcription 


~ 


United States Post Office, Pierre, 
South Dakota, was contacted regarding the postmark on an 
envelope postmarked 26 April, 1974, addressed to WILLIAM. 
KUNSTLER, lawyer for RUSSELL MEANS. and DENNIS BANKS, St. 
2 Minnesota. The zip-code on the postmark was 5/70... 
stated that a letter with that postmark zip code - 
On LE had to be sent from Sioux Falls, South Dakota, or the 
nearby vicinity. He stated that zip code 5/0 and 571 . - 
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includes the area o£ South Dakota within the. boundary line seh oe 
extending from Brookings, South Dakota, west to Volga, south eee 
to Madison, west to the U.S. 81 Junction, and then south to --- ~~ =: 
Unityville and then south to Yankton, and east to the Lowa : 
border.. advised: that the letter sent to KUNSTLER 7 
could not have been sent from any other location than a —- 
town-or city“within: the~bouindaries-which-he-set.out.. He .~ Speen ee aaa 
stated that’ the letter-could-not ‘have -been sent from any - eo so 
Indian Reservation in. South Dakota. © - a a a 
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ot" FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION ~ %° 


REPORTING OFFICE OFFICE OF ORIGIN INVESTIGATIVE PERIOD 
SINNEAPOLIS MINNEAPOLIS /7T4 4 = _ § 4 


TITLE OF CASE | REPORT MADE BY TYPED BY 


DENNIS JAKES BANKS - VICTIN; TAR 


, A we p 4 
WILLIAH M, KUNSTLER - VICTIN; 
RUSSELL CHARLES MEANS ~- VICTIM 


EXTORTION a 


REFERENCE 


Re Minneapolis airtel tp’Director, 5/22/74, 


b6 
b7C 


ADMINISTRATIVE 


Reporting period in this matter is excessive due to 
attempts to obtain items of evidence now introduced in court 
at St, Paul, Minnesota, in the Wounded knee Leadership case, 
“his evidence is feit to be needed for the purpose of 
comparing handwriting by the FBI Laboratory. 


& copy of this report is being provided to U, 8. 
ttorney, Sioux Falis, South Dakota, inasmuch as they are 
currently prosecuting Wounded knee Leadership trials, 


= + 


ACCOMPLISHMENTS CLAIMED [22] NONE ACQUIT-| case HAS BEEN: 
TALS 


[rvs. [Fives | _savines | Recoveries 
PENDING OVER ONE YEAR [L}res FEjxo 
PENDING PROSECUTION : 
OVER SIX MONTHS {jves (X}xno 
ra aoe : 
on My SPECIAL AGENT ge eal 
APPROVED \ IN CHARGE .DO NOTEWRITE IN SPACES BELOW 
4 : 7 
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Bureau (9~-57729) 

1 ~ United States Attorney, 
Minneapolis, Minnesota 

1 - United States Attorney, 
Sioux Falls; South Dakota 

@)- Minneapolis’ (9-1842) 
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x Four copies of this report being provided to Bureau 
due to Wounded Knee involvement and Bureau's possible desire 
to disseminate to the Department. 


LEADS 
: MINNEAPOLIS 


AT PINE RIDGE, ROSEBUD AND SIOUA FALLS , SOUTH DAKOTA 


Will contact logical sources in an attempt to 
ascertain who may have sent the extortion letter to Attorney 
WILLIAM M, KUNSTLER, 


AT ST. PAUL, MINNESOTA 


Will maintain contact with Assistant U. 8. Attorneys 
trying Wounded Knee case in an attempt to gain release of 
petitions now entered in evidence and submit these to FBI 
Laboratory for handwriting comparison, 
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FD-204 (Rev. 3-3-59) 
re. 
2 UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE | . 
FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 


1 - UNITED STATES ATTORNEY, MINNEAPOLIS, MINNESOTA 


Copy to: 1 ~ UNITED STATES ATTORNEY, SIOUX FALLS, SOUTH DAKOTA - 
Date: UGU , 1974 | 
Field Office File # 9-1842 Bureau File #: 9-57729 ae 
Title: UNKNOWN SUBJECT; 


DENNIS JAMES BANKS - ViCTIN; 
WILLIAM M, KUNSTLER - VICTIM; 
RUSSELL CHARLES MEANS -— VICTIM 


Character: EXTORT ION 


Synopsis: . On 5/17/74, in USDC, St. Paul, Minnesota, Defense 
Attorney WILLIAM M, KUNSTLER announced in open court 
that he had just received a letter which threatened 
his life, USDJ FRED J. NICHOL referred the matter 
to AUSA R. D. HURD, who provided the envelope and 
letter to a Special Agent of the FBI for investiga- 
tion, On 5/20/74, USDJ NICHOL, AUSA HURD and 
Attorney KUNSTLER, all of whom had handled the 
extortion letter and envelope, declined to be 
fingerprinted; however, provided identifying 
information and also stated that they had previously 
been fingerprinted. Negative results of FBI 
Latent Fingerprint examination and anonymous Letter 
file set forth... Interviews of BIA Special Officer 
and Police, Pine Ridge, South Dakota, advise they 
have no knowledge of who may have sent KUNSTLER an 
extortion letter, U. 5S. Postal authorities, Pierre, 
South Dakota, advise postmark bearing partial Zip 
Code 570 includes an area in and around Sioux Falis, 
South Dakota, No suspects developed; investigation 
continuing, 

SoD ag 


Details: 


This matter was predicated upon receipt of a complaint 
from Defense Attorney WILLIAM M, KUNSTLER to Assistant U, De 
Attorney (AUSA) RICHARD D, HURD, prosecuting Wounded Knee 
trials at St. Paul, Minnesota, 
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MIP 9-1842 
The following investigation was conducted by | 
Special Agent| Jat St, Paul, Minnesota: : _ b6 
; " bIC 
On May 20, 1974, U. S. District Judge (USD J) ‘ 


FRED J. NICHOL in chambers advised that he would prefer not to 
be fingerprinted for elimination fingerprint purposes and 
pointed out that his fingerprints are filed as a result of his 
application investigation in connection with his appointment 
as Federal Judge, 


-AUSA RICHARD D. HURD, who also handled the extortion. 
Letter, made the same comment that his fingerprints are on 
file in connection with his application as Assistant United 
States Attorney. ; 


Defense Attorney WILLIAM M, KUNSTLER pointed out 
that he, too, preferred not to be fingerprinted and that he 
was fingerprinted on numerous occasions as a member of the 
U. S. Marine Corps during World War II, Marine Corps Serial 
Number 12029657, and Officer Serial Number 0-1633347, 


MP 9-1842 


“By communication dated June 3, 1974, FBI Laboratory 
advised that no latent prints of value had. been Located on 
Qi or Q2, | 
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: On June 20, 1974, e followin investigation was 
conducted by Special Agent t St, Paul, Minnesota: 


AUSA RICHARD D. HURD was advised that the possibility 
existed that certain Signatures contained on two petitions which 
had been entered into evidence at the Wounded Knee leadership 
trial of DENNIS JANES BANKS and RUSSELL CHARLES MEANS may be 
identical with the handwriting on the extortion note and 
envelope sent to Attorney WILLIAM KUNSTLER, Mr. HURD was 
reauested to contact Federal District Judge FRED J, NICHOL 
and request that the original of two petitions entitled, 
Resolution of Citizens of the District of South Dakota," 
dated March 3, 1973, and March 4, 1973, be released from 
evidence in order that the FBI Laboratory may conduct the 
appropriate handwriting examinations. 


¥r 


Mir, HURD advised that in his conversations with 
Judge NICHOL, Judge NICHOL had stated that he had no objection 
to releasing the petitions from evidence; however, the 
Government prosecutors would have to obtain defense counsel 's 
permission, Mr, HURD advised that he had been unable to gain 
this permission from defense counsel to date, 
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The i i Ligation was conducted by 
Special Agent t Rosebud, South Dakota: 
On May 28, 1974, Captain of Polic 
Bureau of Indian Affairs (BIA) Police Officer 


and Tribal Po Rosebud Police Department, Rosebud, 

South Dakota Leow not identify the writer of a 

note which was sen LIAM M, KUNSTLER in a letter 

postmarked April 26, 1974, threatening to kill KUNSTLER, : b6 
MEANS and BANKS if they set foot on the Reservation. b7C 


Contact has been maintained on a daily basis with 


the U. 5. Attorney's Office, Siou akota, 
primarily with AUSA HURD and ausap Two are 
currently prosecuting Wounded Knee Leadership cases at St, Paul, 
Minnesota, and to date defense counsel has not agreed to 


release original petitions and it does not appear that they 
intend to do so, 
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UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT 


Memorandum 


Dates of Contact 
File - on poe when CI provides positive information) 
eee oe 


b7D 


4 me (| 


-3842 (UIPUB?: DENNI” JAME” BANK? = VICTIM) 


157-3783 (UN’°UBY’: EM ~ AIM 


Purpose and results‘u OMe 


(C) NEGATIVE 
(K} POSITIVE 
(C]STATISTIC 
7 "ee FubStantive file 


"y 
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{J POSITIVE ASSIGNMENT GIVEN (Ghetto only) ‘ 


Has informant shown any indication of emotional instability, unreliability or 
furnishing false information? NO 


Coverage gs 
AME 


Cx Informant certified that he has furnished all i istecaten obtained by him 


since last contact, including information concerning narcotics. ee 





PERSONAL DATA | “16 Vx_&& 
NDEXED: 
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AUG 2 6 1974 
7 ~ Minneapoli® cBL—-MINNEAPOLIS 
(1 - 89-143) G)- 9-1842) ~ (1 - s7-apesy Pe | 
(Ll = 42=12124) (1 - 157-3726) (1 - 70-85 
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MP 89-143 


157-3783 


b6 
Source eagtesa he is not familiar with] b7C 
| oe California. | 


1573726 


Source advised he is not familiar with} =| 


70-8520 


rce advisedf also known as 
LS peesene y in the State Penitentiary, Sioux 


state sentence along with his 







2812124 - 
rf advised he is not acquainted vith} | 
9-1842 


Source advised he is not familiar with any extortion 
attempts upon DENNIS JAMES BANKS, WILLIAM M. KUNSTLER, and _ 
RUSSELL CHARLES MEANS. Source advised 1£ there was any informa 
tion concerning this extortion, people would be talking about 


it and that is the reason he has not heard of anything concerning 
2t, 


ae 


89-143 


prior to his death that JRes : Tia 


van at the time of the shooting oO e@ ederal Bureau of 
investigation (FBI) —o at Wound 
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FD-306:(Rev. 9-30-69) 


TO: SAC, MINNEAPOLIS (| (P) 


FROM: SA Date prepared” : | 
re |. 5/25/7h ve 


Date received sm (name or symbol number) Receiv 
SA JR. 


8/22/74 
Method of delivery (check appropriate blocks) 
{xi in person [sz] by telephone {__] by mail {_] orally {_] recording device [__] written by Informant 
or Date.of Report ) 


8/23/74 


Cover Shect for Informant Report or Mar “al ae - ( 









If orally fumished and oaeer to writing by Agent: 
ate 


pee 829/76 wf | 


Transcribed 8/23/74 


Authenticated 
by Informant 


Brief description of activity or material 


AMERICAN INDIAN MOVEMENT AND RELATED CASES 

















Date(s) of activity 


8/1/74, 8/14/74, 8/22/74 








File where original is located ifnotattached 







* INDIVIDUALS DESIGNATED BY AN ASTERISK (*) ONLY ATTENDED A MEETING AND DID NOT ACTIVELY PARTICIPATE. 
VIOLENCE OR REVOLUTIONARY ACTIVITIES WERE NOT DISCUSSED. 


(—} Information recorded on a card index by 
Remarks: 





on date 
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OPTIONAL, FORM NO. 10 * ‘ 
MAY 1962 EDITION : “wr 
GSA FPMR (41 CFR) 101-11.6 


UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT 


Memorandum 


‘SAC, MINNEAPOLIS (91842) (P) DATE: 


UNSUB; 

DENNIS J. BANKS = VIC'S‘IM; 
WILLIAM M. KUNSTLER ~ VICTIM; 
RUSSELL CHARLES MEANS - VICTIM. 
EXTORTION 

O00: MINNEAPOLIS 





ae - Re BN, 
Pty ee 
9/17/74 
b6 
b7C 


erence Minneapolis report of Special Agent (SA) 


Td atay7a. 


Lowing investigation was conducted by SA 
JR., at Pine Ridge, South Dakota. 


Several contacts have been made with logical 
sources in an attempt to ascertain who may have sent the 
extortion letter to captioned victims. No logical informa- 
tion has been obtained to date and due to the fact of the 
refusal by the defense to provide identifying information ° 
to asSist the FBI in their investigation, no further investiga- 


tion or contacts will be made by the Rapid City Resident Agency 


regarding captioned matter. 
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-” 
REPORTING Sice —| OFFICE OF ORIGIN OATE INVESTIGATIVE PERIOO 
HINNEAPOLIS HINNEA POLIS 11/18/74 | 8/23/74 ~ 11/14/74 
TITLE OF CASE 1 | TYPED BY 
UNS UB 5 


DENNIS JAMES BANKS ~ VICTIM: jak 


WILLIAM M, KUNTZLER ~ VICTI3 
RUSSELL CHARLES MEANS ~ VICTIM 











EATORT ION 
= we 
REFERENCE: oo 
Ninneapolis réposp@ sal —ideatea 8/14/74. 
| b6 
b7C 
ADMINISTRATIVE: a 
A copy-of this report is being provided to the U.5, 
Attorney, Sioux Falls, South Dakota, inasmuch as they Mave 
responsibility and are interested in Wounded Knee~-related 
cases, 
Four copies of this report are being provided to 
the Bureau due to the Wounded Knee involvement and Bureau's 
possibile desire to disseminate this information to the 
Department, 
ACCOMPLISHMENTS CLAIMED GE] NONE ACQUIT- on Nee 
us i eUGe : | aS eevee — PENOING OVER ONE YEAR [_Jvés [eNO 
a ee ee ee 
APPROVED a? fp _ | a aclne AGENT DO HOT WRITE IN SPACES BELOW | 
COPIES MAC made 7 oo 7 : 
j e 
4 -Bureau (957729) Sorjay oe | 
1 - USA, Minneapolis, Minnesota Ina, Fis ghee 
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All logical Leads have been covered in this 

matter with the exception of submission to the Laboratory 

of the original of 2a vnetition entitled, "Resolution of 

Citizens of the District of South Dakota". This petition 

remains in the custody of U. 3S. District Court, Sioux 

falls, South Dakote, as evidence which was introduced 

during the MEANS and BANKS leadership trial at St. Paul, 

Minnesota. Inasmuch as appeals may be lengthy, this 

matter is being placed in a pending-—inactive status 

until conclusion of all appeals or until such time as 

izems of evidence can be released. 


Contacts have been made with logical sources ° : 
in South Dakota and Minneapolis in an attempt to ascertain 
the identity of the person preparing the extortion note. 

No information has been developed to date by any source 
familiar with the American Indian Movement or in a position 
to supply such information of a positive nature. 
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. 1 + USA, HINNEAPOLIS, MINNESOTA 
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Rascace sceiaaaeeac! | Office: MYNNEAPOLIS, MINNESOTA .7. 
Date: ER 18, 1974 | : 


Field Office File #: 9~1 842% . Bureau File #: 957.729 


- Titles UNKNOWN SUBJECT;. | 

DENNIS JAMES BANKS - VICTIM; 
WILLIAM M, KUNTZLER ~ VICTIM: 
RUSSELL CHARLES MEANS ~ VICTIN 


Character: EXTORTION 


synopsis: On September 16, 1974, U, S. District Judge FREDERICK J, 
NICHOL dismissed all charges against DENNIS JAMES BANKS and 
RUSSELL CHARLES MEANS concerning their involvement at the 
Wounded Knee takeover, All evidence in the custody of U, 5S. 
District Court was returned to Clerk of Court's Office, Sioux 
Falls, South Dakota, pending appeals, During September, 
Octoher and November, members of U, S. Attorney's Office, 
Sioux Falis, South Dakota, have advised that no disposition 
has been made of any evidence in the MEANS or BANKS 
case, A formal motion for’ appeal was filed by the Government 
concerning dismissal of charges. 
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DETAILS 3 


On September 16, 1974, at St. Paul, Minnesota, 
Federal District Judge FREDERICK J, NICHOL accepted a’ motion 
of dismissal from the defendants and dismissed ail reraining 
charges against DENNIS JANES BANKS and RUSSELL CHARLES MEANS, 


On October 1, 1974] Assistant u. 8, 
Attorney, Sioux Falls, South ; at-all evidence 


including a petition entitled, "Resolution of Citizens of 

the District of South Dakota", dated March 3 and March 4, 1973, 
were Still in the custody of the Clerk of Court at Sioux 
Falis, South Dakota, 


_ This document contains neither recommendations nor conclusions of the FBI. It is the property of the FBI and is loaned to your agency; it and its contents 
"are not to be distributed outside your agency. 
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On November 6, 1974, Departmental Attorney, _| a 
= advised that the 0, S. Department of Justice was BIC. 
erinateiy filing an appeal with the Bighth Circuit Court of 


Appeals, St, Louis, Missouri, concerning Judge NICHOL's dis~ 
missal order of September 16, 1974. | 


a mber 13, 1974, Assistant 0. S, Attorney . 
was contacted and advised that as yet no 
@cision has been made in relation to evidence being held in 


connection with the Wounded Knee leadership trial of DENNIS 
JAMES BANKS and RUSSELL CHARLES MEANS; however, no disposition 
of the evidence would probably be made until the conclusion — 


of the Government's appeal. 
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REFERENCE: ; bé 
, b7¢c | 
Minneapolis report of sal 11/18/74. | 
7 : 
ADMINISTRATIVE ¢ : 


A copy of this report is being provided to USA Sioux 
Falls, South Dakota, inasmuch as they have responsibility for Wounded 
Knee related cases, 
Four copies of this report are being provided to7/the 
Bureau due to the Wounded Knee involvement and the Bureaus interest 
in Wounded Knee related matters, 







Ail prior Minneapolis reports are being referenced in 

the first paragraph of the details at the specific equest and the 
ACCOMPLISHMENTS CLAIMED ~ fe) NONE 
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administrative assistance of the United States Attorneys. 


The. length of time since the last Minneapolis 
report is lengthy, however, contact has been maintained 
with the United States Attorneys in Minneapolis and Sioux 
Falls, 
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1 ~ USA, Minneapolis, Minnesota 


Copy to: 1 ~ USA, Sioux Falls, South Dakota 
Resau ck se Offices. MINNEAPOLIS, MINNESOTA 
Date: : 
Field Office File #: 9~1842 = Bureau File#: QG=@57729 
Titles UNKNOWN SUBJECT: 
DENNIS JAMES BANKS = VICTIM; bé 
WILLIAM HM, KUNSTLER ~ VICTIM; b7C 
RUSSELL CHARLES MEANS = VICTIM 
Choracte: EXTORTION 
Minnesota, declined prosecution o is matter, 
_ C ae 
DETAILS: | 


Reference is made to Minneapolis report o 
dated August 14, 1974, and nee report of SA 


- dated November is, 1974, 







On May 23, 1975, SA 
Assistant United States Attorney (AUSA 
Minneapolis, Minnesota, discussed the p 
entitled case, During this. conversation, SA 
as follows: : 


ion, and 


°F 


On May 17, 1974, while in United States District Court, 
St. Paul, Minnesota, during the Wounded Knee leadership trial of 
DENNIS JAMES BANKS and RUSSELL CHARLES MEANS, Attorney WILLIAM M, 
KUNSTLER announced in court that he had just received a letter which 
threatened his life, Investigation determined that this letter was 
postmarked from Sioux Falls on April 26, 1974, Mr, KUNSTLER and other 
defendants threatened in this letter were uncooperative with the FBI's 
investigation, Extensive investigation by the FBI has failed to 
develop any Latent fingerprints of value on the extortion letter and 
no logical suspects have been developed. 


It was also pointed out to we | __ jena on the morning 
of May 17, 1974, when Mr, KUNSTLER first announced..this threat, 
defendant. MEANS had failed to appease in court Zor vee opening session 


This document contains neither recommendations nor conclusions of the FBI. Iti is eva property of the FBI and is loaned to your agency: it and its contents 
are not to be distributed outside your agency. 
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‘ and it was apparent that this may possibly have been a 
delaying tactic on the part of Mr. KUNSTLER, 
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er being advised of the above information, 
Mr, declined prosecution in the above matter due b6 
to the Lack of logical suspects and the fact that a period bic 
of approximately three weeks had transpired from the date 
the letter was mailed until it was reported to the FBI - 
by the victin., 
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